
   
 

 

           

      

          

  

            

            

           

  

          

       

           

 

            

    

         

        

 

 

         

       
   

              

     

           

          

      

        

            

   

            

     

             

 

 

           

   

           

          

              

           

           

    

Essenti l Liter ry Terms 

Alliter tion repetition of the initi l conson nt sounds of words: “Peter Piper 

picked   peck of pickled peppers” 

Allusion   reference to something well-known th t exists outside the 

liter ry work 

Ant gonist ch r cter th t is the source of conflict in   liter ry work 

Aside   dr m tic device in which   ch r cter m kes   short speech 

intended for the  udience but not he rd by the other ch r cters 

on st ge 

Asson nce repetition of vowel sounds followed by different conson nt sounds: 

“Ann ’s  pples,” “the pond is long gone” 

Ch r cteriz tion The m nner in which  n  uthor develops ch r cters  nd their 

person lities 

Conflict struggle between two or more opposing forces (person vs. person; 

n ture; society; self; f te/God 

Di logue direct speech between ch r cters in   liter ry work 

Diction word choice to cre te   specific effect 

Figur tive 

L ngu ge 

l ngu ge th t represents one thing in terms of something 

dissimil r (non-liter l l ngu ge). Includes simile, met phor, 
personific tion, hyperbole, symbol) 

Fl shb ck the method of returning to  n e rlier point in time for the purpose 

of m king the present cle rer 

Foresh dowing hint of wh t is to come in   liter ry work 

Genre type or c tegory to which   liter ry work belongs 

Hyperbole extreme ex gger tion to  dd me ning 

Im gery l ngu ge th t  ppe ls to the five senses 

Irony • Dr m tic… when the re der or  udience knows something   

ch r cter does not 

• Situ tion l… when there is   disp rity between wh t is 

expected  nd wh t  ctu lly occurs 

• Verb l… when the spe ker s ys one thing but me ns the 

opposite 

Met phor  n implied comp rison between dissimil r objects: “Her t lent 

blossomed” 

Mood The  tmosphere th t perv des   liter ry work with the intention 

of evoking   cert in emotion or feeling from the  udience. 

Motif   recurring fe ture of   liter ry work th t is rel ted to the theme 

Onom topoei  use of   word whose sound imit tes its me ning: “hiss” 

Oxymoron phr se th t consists of two words th t  re contr dictory: “living 

de d” or “Microsoft works” 



           

 

         

               

   

            

                     

             

      

 

        

          

             

    

         

             

      

              

   

            

          

        

 

           

           

             

             

    

          

 

Personific tion figure of speech in which non-hum n things  re given hum n 

ch r cteristics 

Plot The sequence of events in   liter ry work 

Point of view I. the v nt ge point or perspective from which   liter ry work is 

told… 

A. 1st person point of view- the n rr tor is   ch r cter in 

the story (use of ‘I’) 

3rd B. person point of view- the n rr tor is outside of the 

story (use of ‘he’ ‘she’ ‘they’) 

Prot gonist the m in ch r cter in   liter ry work 

Rhyme repetition of simil r or identic l sounds: “look  nd crook” 

Rhyme Scheme p ttern of rhyme  mong lines of poetry [denoted using letters,  s 

in ABAB CDCD EE] 

Setting The time  nd pl ce of   liter ry work 

Simile   direct comp rison of dissimil r objects, usu lly using like or  s: 

“I w ndered lonely  s   cloud” 

Soliloquy   dr m tic device in which   ch r cter is  lone  nd spe ks his or 

her thoughts  loud 

Spe ker voice in   poem; the person or thing th t is spe king 

St nz  group of lines forming   unit in   poem 

Stereotype st nd rdized, convention l ide s  bout ch r cters, plots  nd 

settings 

Suspense technique th t keeps the re der guessing wh t will h ppen next 

Symbol/symbolism one thing (object, person, pl ce) used to represent something else 

Theme the underlying m in ide  of   liter ry work. Theme differs from 

the subject of   liter ry work in th t it involves   st tement or 

opinion  bout the subject. 

Tone the  uthor’s  ttitude tow rd the subject of   work. 


